Instructions for Completing Question 5 – Rosales Project Checklist.


Question 5 of Checklist - Living with a Specified Relative.  Was the child living in the home of a parent/specified relative in the month or in any of the six months before the month (the defined period) that the court petition was filed or the Voluntary Placement Agreement was signed?

(
Note:  The defined time period for question 5 is “… the month, or in any of the six months before that month, that the court petition seeking the child’s removal from the home was filed or the Voluntary Placement Agreement was signed.”

· Check YES if the child lived in the home of a specified relative at any time during the defined time period.  Check NO if the child was not living in the home of a specified relative during the defined time period.  ( Go to Section IV and indicate INELIGIBLE FOR TITLE IV-E.

Explanation:

The child must have been living with a relative within the fifth degree (i.e., a “specified relative”) in the month, or in any of the six months before the month, that the court petition seeking the child’s removal from the home was filed or the Voluntary Placement Agreement was signed. Godparents and Legally Appointed Guardians are not specified relatives for purposes of Title IV-E eligibility.   (See Appendix B of Eligibility Manual for Determining a Specified Relative.)
Examples of Removal Circumstances 


 Example 1: The Rosales Case does not affect this example. The child is born on February 1, 2000, with withdrawal symptoms.  The hospital makes a report to the SCR alleging child maltreatment.  Based on information developed pursuant to the CPS investigation, the child is remanded to foster care on February 10, 2000.  The child enters foster care directly from the hospital.  Therefore, within the defined time period, the child was living with a “specified relative” (mother).  A newborn is considered to have been living in the home of his/her mother during the period of hospitalization or incarceration, regardless of the length of this period. The mother’s (and father’s, if he is living in the home) income is considered in completing a July 1996 budget. 

Example 2:  The Rosales Case does not affect this example. The child lived with his/her mother until May 1999 and then lived with his/her grandmother until August.  In August 1999, the child is placed in foster care with his/her grandmother, an approved relative foster parent.  Therefore, within the defined time period, the child was living with a “specified relative” (mother) who is other than the child’s relative foster parent (grandmother). 

Examples That Meet the Rosales Definition of the Title IV-E Removal Test

Example 3:  The child lives in the home of his/her grandmother (a specified relative) for more than the defined time period.  The child’s parent (mother) has not lived in that home for more than the defined time period.  The grandmother tells the agency that she is no longer able to care for the child and asks the district to place the child in foster care.  A neglect petition is brought against the mother, and the court orders placement of the child.  The child is removed from the grandmother’s home and placed in a foster care facility.  Although the child is physically removed from the home of a “specified relative” (grandmother) and care and custody was transferred from the mother, the child would pass the living with specified relative test. The grandmother’s income is not considered in completing the ADC budget, as she is not a legally responsible relative.

Example 4: Same as example 3 above except the grandmother becomes the child’s kinship or relative foster parent. Child does not physically transfer from that home. The grandmother’s income is not considered in completing the ADC budget, as she is not a legally responsible relative.

Examples of Removals That Still Fail the Title IV-E Test:

In the six months preceding the month the petition was filed or voluntary placement agreement was signed, the child has lived in a setting or settings where there was no relative within the fifth degree.  The child may have been living with non-related neighbors or friends and had been doing so for the entire defined time period. This includes situations in which the court had transferred care and custody or guardianship to the non-relative. In these situations, valid placement into foster care can and does occur, but the case will not meet the Title IV-E living with specified relative test. 
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