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I. Purpose

The purpose of this Local Commissioners Memorandum (LCM) is to inform social services districts of their allocations of subsidy funds under the Child Care Reserve Fund for services provided from October 1, 2001 to September 30, 2002.  The total allocation for this period is $78,000,000.

The Reserve Fund is allocated based on a projection of district expenditures for federal fiscal year 2001-2002.

The Office of Children and Family Services reserves the right to reallocate these funds at a later date upon review of FFY 2001-2002 claims.  Those districts determined not to have demonstrated a need for their Reserve Fund allocation as a result of the allocation will have these allocations reallocated.  

II. Background

The Reserve Fund was established to enable localities to serve the increased number of recipients making the transition from welfare to self-sufficiency and low-income families needing child care subsidies to remain employed.

The source of funds for the Reserve Fund is the transfer of $200,000,000 of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant (TANF) funding to New York State Child Care Block Grant in the SFY 1999-2000 State Budget.   A total of $97 million has been made available to districts over two years, from FFY 1999-2000 to FFY 2000-2001.   For FFY 2001-2002, an additional $78,000,000 is available for reserve fund subsidies. 

III.   Program Implications
ACCESS 

There are three requirements that must be met for a social services district to access its FFY 2001-2002 Reserve Fund allocation.  A social services district may access its FFY 2001-2002 Reserve Fund allocation only after it has fully expended its entire New York State Child Care Block Grant (NYSCCBG) allocation for FFY 2001-2002, including NYSCCBG funds rolled into FFY 2001-2002 from the prior FFY.  A district must also have expended local funds for child care to meet its annual maintenance of effort level.  Finally, a district must have submitted and received approval from the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), of an amendment to the district's Consolidated Services Plan or Integrated County Plan indicating the amount of the Reserve Fund allocation being requested and the need for and intended use of the funds. 

Local districts were issued NYSCCBG allocations for the first half of FFY 2001-2002 as well as annual maintenance of effort levels in 01 OCFS LCM-13.  02 OCFS LCM-09 informed social service districts of their NYSCCBG allocations for the second half of FFY 2001-2002 based on the enacted SFY 2002-2003 State Budget.   
ALLOCATION INFORMATION

Attachment A indicates local district Reserve Fund allocations for the October 1, 2001 to September 30, 2002 period totaling $78,000,000.  The factors considered in determining the allocations included a district's level of NYSCCBG subsidy expenditures relative to the district's NYSCCBG allocation, the number of children in need of child care and the cost of child care.

Claims for the period October 1, 2001 through September 30, 2002 cannot be rolled forward into the next FFY.  All claims for the Reserve Fund allocations must be made by March 31, 2003.

Each social services district may expend no more than 5 percent of its Reserve Fund allocation for administrative services.  Administrative activities do not include the costs of providing direct services such as eligibility determinations and re-determinations; preparation for and participation in judicial hearings; child care placement; the recruitment, licensing, inspection, review and supervision of child care placements; rate setting; resource and referral services; training; and the establishment and maintenance of computerized child care information systems.

REIMBURSEMENT

Claims for expenditures for child care services for families receiving public assistance will be reimbursed from the Reserve Fund at 75 percent, up to the district's Reserve Fund allocation.  Claims for expenditures for child care services for all other eligible families will be reimbursed from the Reserve Fund at 100 percent, up to the district's Reserve Fund allocation.

SYSTEMS INFORMATION AND CLAIMING INSTRUCTIONS

The systems and claiming procedures for the Reserve Fund are the same as those for the NYSCCBG.  Please refer to 01 OCFS LCM-13 and 02 OCFS LCM-09 for detailed information concerning the system information requirements.   

ELIGIBLE FAMILIES AND PARENTAL CHOICE

All of the assurances and the requirements of the NYSCCBG including those concerning families eligible for child care services and parental choice also apply to this Reserve Fund allocation. Please refer to 01 OCFS LCM-13 and 02 OCFS LCM-09 for detailed information concerning these requirements.  
CONTACT PERSON

If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this LCM, please contact Eileen Mahoney of the Bureau of Early Childhood Services at (518) 473-0711.

If you have any fiscal questions, please contact the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance Bureau of Financial Services:


Regions 1-4 - Roland Levie (518) 474-7549.


Region 5 - Marvin Gold at (212) 383-1733.

If you have WMS/Services questions, please contact Gerald Seeley of the Bureau of Services Information Systems (518) 402-3087.

If you have WMS/IM questions, please contact Tully Lenihan of the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance at (518) 474-8749.

____________________________              ________________________

Melvin I. Rosenblat



Larry G. Brown

Deputy Commissioner


Deputy Commissioner

Division of Administration


Division of Development and








Prevention Services

ATTACHMENT A

NEW YORK STATE CHILD CARE BLOCK GRANT

CHILD CARE RESERVE FUND

THIRD RESERVE FUND ALLOCATION

10/01/2001 - 9/30/2002

   OCTOBER 1, 2001

    THROUGH

DISTRICT                SEPTEMBER 30, 2002

Albany                          $2,861,303

Allegany                                $0

Broome                          $2,012,475

Cattaraugus                       $686,760

Cayuga                            $540,680

Chautauqua                              $0

Chemung                           $672,649

Chenango                          $412,978

Clinton                                 $0

Columbia                                $0

Cortland                                $0

Delaware                          $294,851

Dutchess                                $0

Erie                            $6,488,938

Essex                                   $0

Franklin                          $358,223

Fulton                                  $0

Genesee                                 $0

Greene                            $263,676

Hamilton                                $0

Herkimer                                $0

Jefferson                               $0

Lewis                                   $0

Livingston                        $388,037

Madison                                 $0

Monroe                          $3,904,153

Montgomery                              $0

Nassau                                  $0

Niagara                                 $0

Oneida                          $2,395,896

Onondaga                                $0

Ontario                           $882,969

Orange                            $551,321

Orleans                           $313,176

Oswego                            $618,279

Otsego                                  $0

Putnam                                  $0

Rensselaer                              $0

Rockland                        $5,422,661

ATTACHMENT A

NEW YORK STATE CHILD CARE BLOCK GRANT

CHILD CARE RESERVE FUND

THIRD RESERVE FUND ALLOCATION

10/01/2001 - 9/30/2002

   OCTOBER 1, 2000

    THROUGH

DISTRICT                SEPTEMBER 30, 2001

St Lawrence                             $0

Saratoga                                $0

Schenectady                       $999,061

Schoharie                         $395,135

Schuyler                          $144,365

Seneca                                  $0

Steuben                                 $0

Suffolk                         $9,703,254

Sullivan                        $1,012,490

Tioga                                   $0

Tompkins                                $0

Ulster                            $314,767

Warren                            $516,552

Washington                        $406,315

Wayne                                   $0

Westchester                     $5,306,379

Wyoming                                 $0

Yates                             $192,284

New York City                   $29,940,373

State Totals                    $78,000,000
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