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92 ADM 26 inforned social services districts (SSDs) of anendnents to State
Law and Departnment regulations related to cost containment. One of these
changes was the prohibition of Hone Relief paynents prior to the 45th day
after application unless paynent is nade to neet an enmergency need. The |aw
and regul ati on amendnents concerning the 45 day rule also require SSDs to
notify applicants about the availability of assistance to neet energency
needs.

Appropriate revisions will be nmade to the Cient Information Booklets to
reflect this change. SSDs can expect distribution of these revised booklets
around January of 1993.

We are providing the attached | anguage which SSDs can use (until the revised
booklets are available) to notify applicants of the 45 day rule and the
avai lability of assistance to neet energency needs.

In addition, the Departnment has devel oped an infornational poster, 11 inches
by 17 inches in size, which SSDs can place in a promnent spot in their
wai ting areas. This poster will be mailed to SSDs under separate cover
around August 20. It will also be available in Spanish.

If you have any questions regarding this release, please contact Maureen
Standi sh at (518) 473-6555 (Userid AY9850).

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



ATTENTI ON!
APPLI CANTS FCR PUBLI C ASSI STANCE

Read these inportant Questions and Answers

If I ameligible for public assistance, how soon can | get it?

If you are an adult with no children, your category of public assistance
will generally be Hone Relief (HR). People in HR cases will not get
public assistance any sooner than 45 days fromthe day they apply.

Fam lies with children generally get public assistance no |later than 30
days fromthe day they apply.

VWhat if | need help right away? WII ny case be opened sooner?

If vyou have an energency you should tell your worker. The agency will
see if you should get help with your enmergency right away. If you do
need help right away, you will get help to neet your emergency but that
does not nean that your ongoing public assistance case will open sooner.

What is the date of application?

That is the date that the agency receives your conpleted, si gnhed
application.

Renenmber, you can ask for an application today, conplete it and return
it to social services today. Then today's date will be your application
dat e.

Must adults wait 45 days to get food stanps and nedi cal assistance?

If vyou also apply and are found eligible for food stanps, you wll get
themwi thin 30 days fromthe day you apply. Usual ly you will get food
stanps back to the date of application

For nmedi cal assistance, if you apply and are found eligible for HR  you
will get nedical assistance when your eligibility for HRis determ ned

Ceneral ly, you will have nedical bills paid back to the first day of the
nonth in which you apply for HR



i ATENCI ON!
SOLI Cl TANTES DE LA ASI STENCI A PUBLI CA

Lea Estas Preguntas y Respuestas |nportantes

Si soy elegible para |a asistencia publica, ¢cuan pronto puedo
obt enerl a?

Si usted es un adulto(a) que no tiene hijos viviendo con usted, su
categoria de asistencia publica generalmente serad | a de Ayuda para
el Hogar (Hone Relief--HR). Las personas que participan en HR no
obtendran asistencia publica antes de que se cunplan 45 dias a
partir del dia en que presentaron su solicitud.

Las familias con nifios general mente obtienen | os beneficios de Ila
asistencia publica dentro de 30 dias a partir del dia en que |as
fam lias solicitan | os beneficios.

¢,QUé pasa si necesito ayuda i nmedi atamente? ¢Se abrira m caso mas
pront 0?

Si  usted tiene wuna energencia, usted deberia notificarle a su
trabaj ador (a). La agencia evaluara si usted debe obtener ayuda
respecto a su energencia innediatanente. Si usted necesita ayuda

i nnedi atamente, usted recibira ayuda para enfrentar su energenci a,
pero esto no significa que su caso de asistencia publica que esta
en curso se abrird mas pronto

Cuadl es la fecha de la solicitud?

Esa es |la fecha en que | a agencia recibe su solicitud conpletada vy
firmada.

Recuer de, usted puede pedir wuna solicitud hoy nisnp, puede
conpletarla y enviarla a servicios sociales hoy msno. La fecha de
hoy serad |a fecha de su solicitud.

¢cDeben los adultos esperar 45 dias para obtener cupones de
alimentos y asistencia nmédi ca?

Si usted tanmbi én solicita y se determ na que usted es el egible para
reci bir cupones de alinmentos, usted |os obtendra dentro de 30 dias
a partir del dia de su solicitud. Cener al nent e, usted recibira
todos 1os cupones de alinentos a |los que usted tiene derecho a
partir del dia de la solicitud.

Para | a asistencia nédica, si usted solicitay se deternmna que
usted es elegible para el programa de HR, usted recibira asistencia
médi ca cuando su el egi bilidad para el prograna de HR se determ ne.
Cener al nent e, sus cuentas médicas incurridas desde el priner dia
del nes en que usted solicitd HR seran pagadas.



