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Date Septenber 26, 1991

Trans. No. 91 INF-52 Page No. 2

The purpose of this release is twofold:

1. i nformsocial services districts of the availability of a new
i nfornational booklet - SSI Handbook for Children; and

2. to provide three copies of this Handbook to districts.

The SSI Handbook is designed to provide both professionals and |ay persons
with information that will enable themto assist children in obtaining SSI

As districts were informed in several |ocal commi ssioner nmenoranda and 91
ADM 35, a recent decision in a federal court case, Zebley v. Sullivan, has
resulted in changes to the definition of disability for children in the SSI
Program These changes nmake it far easier for children to qualify for SSI

It is advantageous for social services districts to have current clients
become SSI eligible. It is especially worthwhile to pursue SSI for non-IV-E
eligible children in foster care and for all Honme Relief/ PG ADC recipients.

It is also highly advantageous for disabled children living with their
famlies, or foster children being discharged honme, to becone eligible for
SSI. Typically, when a disabled child living in an ADC househol d begins to

receive SSI, the entire fanily will have approximately $300 nore cash in the
househol d each nont h. While this extra incone is counted for food stanp
pur poses, the famly still has considerably nore income when the child
receives SSI. In addition, because the child is now considered disabled,

t he househol d can qualify for a food stanp uncapped shelter deduction and/or
medi cal deducti ons.

Addi ti onal copies can be requested by witing to:
NYS Departnent of Social Services
Ofice of Disability Determination
P. O Box 1993
Al bany, NY 12201

Attention: SSI Handbook

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



