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DIVISION. Family and
TO Commi ssi oners of Chi Il dren
Soci al Services Servi ces
Directors of Voluntary
Child Care agencies DATE: May 31, 1991
SUBJECT: | nmate/ Parent-Child Visitation
SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: Director of Social Services

Children Services Staff
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Any questions concerning this rel ease should be
directed to the appropriate Regional Ofice
BRO, Linda Brown (716) 847-8145; RRO Linda Kurtz,
(716) 238-8200; SRO Jack Klunp, (315) 428-3235;
ARO, John O Connor, (518) 432-2751; MRO, Fred Cantl o,
(212) 804-1120

ATTACHVENTS: There are no attachnments to this I NF
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Social Services Law Section 384-b(7)(f) requires authorized agencies
(including social services districts) having custody of a child or children
whose parent(s) is/are incarcerated to nake arrangenents for visitation
bet ween children and the parent(s) at the correctional facility. Ef fective
January 2, 1991, in keeping with the fiscal constraints facing the state,
the New York State Departnent of Correctional Services (DOCS) suspended
weekday visitation at its nedium and nminimum security correctiona
facilities. DOCS is aware of the statutory provisions, however, whi ch
require the facilitation of visitation between children and incarcerated
parents.

Requests for weekday visitation between children in custody and
incarcerated parents at nmediumand mininumsecurity DOCS facilities should
be directed, on at |east 24 hour notice, to the Superintendent's Ofice at
each correctional facility operated by DOCS. DOCS will endeavor to schedul e

such visitation at a mutually convenient tine. To the extent practicable,
pl ease attenpt to schedule such visitation in a nmanner that will maxim ze
utilization of State and local resources (i.e. transporting nultiple

famlies for visitation on the sane day, etc.).

Gven the priority of maintaining the continuity of fanmly rel ationships
for children in care, the Departnent encourages every effort to acconmodate
the Inmate Parent-child visitation. Thi s shoul d include reschedul i ng non-
energency services or activities such as dental appointnents, group
recreational activities, and counseling sessions when there are scheduling
conflicts with parent/child visits.

Joseph Seni dei
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Division of Famly

and Chil dren Services



