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PURPOSE

The purpose of this release is to advise local districts of Chapter
747 of the Laws of 1989. This law requires local districts to
continue that portion of the public assistance grant intended to neet
the cost of shelter and fuel for heating when a child is placed in
foster care and the Child Services Plan includes a goal of discharge
to a parent, legally responsible relative or other nmenber of the
publ i c assistance househol d.

BACKGROUND

Previously, when a child entered foster care, the amount of the grant
i ntended to neet shelter needs nay have been reduced. This made it
difficult for the household to maintain the housing, even though the
child was expected to return to the public assistance (PA) househol d.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

Children in foster care are considered to be tenporarily absent from
t he PA househol d unl ess the permanency planning goal is not to return

the children to the PA househol d. The retention of shelter and fue
al l owances will help assure that the child(ren)'s home can be
mai ntained in order to encourage and facilitate honme visits. Al so,

since this change should reduce the Ilength of time a child(ren)
spends in foster care, overall agency costs should be reduced.

REQUI RED ACTI ON

A. Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

1. In order to be eligible for the continued fuel and shelter
al | owances, the household fromwhich the <child(ren) are
renoved nmust have been eligible for and in receipt of
public assistance at the tine of t he child(ren)'s

pl acenent .

2. For the public assistance household of a child(ren) placed
in foster care, the PA grant nust include the cost of
shel ter and fuel for heating for the child who is
tenporarily absent in foster care. The shelter and fue

for heating anounts nust be included until such tinme as a
Child Services Plan prepared under Social Services Law does
not include a goal of discharge of the child in foster care
to a parent or legally responsible relative or a nenber of
t he public assistance househol d.
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3. Wen a previous plan is amended to include the return of
the child(ren) to the hone, the public assistance grant
nmust be increased to include the shelter and fue
al  owances for the child(ren) to be returned from foster
care.

4, Since the child(ren) is considered tenporarily absent from
t he househol d, the categorical determ nation of the case
does not change solely because the child(ren) goes into
foster care. However, all categorical requirenents rmnust
continue to be net to keep the case in the same category.

5. If the parent changes residence and the rental obligation
for the new residence changes, the district nust allow an
amount for the shelter and fuel needs of the child(ren) in
foster care. However, in no case can the shelter and/or
fuel needs exceed the agency maxi mum for the household size
including the child(ren) in foster care.

6. The expressed purpose of this policy is to retain shelter
for children so that they will have a honme to visit and to
return to. Since the purpose of the policy is to retain
per manent housi ng, additional allowances for fuel and
shelter are not appropriate for applicants/recipients in
t enpor ary housi ng.

B. Food St anps
The actual shelter and fuel allowances provided in the PA grant
continue to be counted as incone for food stanmp purposes.

C. Fam |y and Chil dren Services

For a child(ren) placed in foster care from public assistance

househol ds, Famly and Children Services workers nust inform

I nconme Mai nt enance workers that the child(ren) is in placenent

and of the pernmanency planning goal for such child(ren). Each

time the pernmanency planning goal for such child(ren) is
changed, |Incone Mintenance workers must be informed of the new

per manency pl anni ng goal . Each district should establish a

mechani sm for forwarding the necessary information in a tinely

manner to ensure accurate calculation of the grant for the PA

househol d.

D. Medi cal Assi stance

Medi cal Assistance only househol ds nust be given an additiona
al l owance to neet the costs of shelter and fuel for heating for
a child who is absent in foster care when conputing the Public
Assi stance Standard of Need. Thi s additional allowance nust be
included as long as the Children Services Plan includes a goa
of discharge to a parent, legally responsible relative, or other
nmenber of the househol d.
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Al though this additional allowance is provided, a child absent
in foster care is not included in the Medical Assistance
househol d count. When deternmining the Medical Assistance
eligibility of children in foster care, <children in receipt of
Title |IV-E Foster Care paynents are deened to be recipients of
Aid to Fanmilies Wth Dependent Children and are autonatically
eligible for Medical Assistance Coverage. For all other
children in foster care, eligibility for Medical Assistance is
to be determined in accordance with the instructions contained
in Adm nistrative Directives 81 ADM 10 and 75 ADM 85.

V. SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

A

Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

1. Upst at e

To include the tenporarily absent children's needs when
using ABEL to conpute the PA case's shelter and fue
al | owances, the worker nost often will sinmply be required
to indicate the nunber of tenporarily absent children in
the DP-CA field. These children shoul d not be included in
ei ther household or case counts entered in the HH and CA
fields.

When there are children tenporarily absent froma househol d
contai ning cooperatively budgeted PA cases, and the case
bei ng budgeted does not normally contain the children, the
wor ker should enter the nunber of tenporarily absent
children in the DP-HH field while leaving the DP-CA field

bl ank. In either situation, the shelter and fue
al  owances will be conputed by ABEL as if the children were
still in the PA househol d.

A bottomline budget wll be needed if budgeting both

income froma Legally Responsible Relative (Earned |ncone
Codes 21, 22; Unearned Inconme Codes 71,72) and tenporarily
absent children, or if nmore than one cooperative case in a
househol d has tenporarily absent children

When budgeting Food Stanps for these cases on ABEL, t he
portion of the shelter and fuel allowances attributable to
the tenporarily absent children in the PA grant should be
counted as incone to the FS case. If using SF-8 from an
ABEL cal cul ated PA budget, this is done automatically.
Conpl ete details on budgeting these cases are contained in
ABEL Transmittal 90-2, Procedure #1.

2. NYC

To include the tenporarily absent child in the total nunber
of individuals in the PA suffix for the budgeting of
shelter, fuel or water, the worker nust input the nunber of
absent children in the field "FUEL" on the line of the
applicabl e suffix(es) on Screen NSBLOZ2.
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ABEL will autonatically include the absent child(ren) in
the calculation of shelter costs for the appl i cabl e
suffix(es).

B. Medi cal Assi st ance

Househol ds with child(ren) in foster care, in accordance wth
this ADM shoul d be budgeted in the follow ng manner. Wor ker s
shoul d add the absent child(ren)'s share of the famly's fuel
and shelter needs to the famly's budget by using Additional
Needs Type Code "99 - Other".

V. EFFECTI VE DATE

Ef fective February 1, 1991, retroactive to July 24, 1989.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



