Transmttal No: 90 LCM 174
Date: COctober 25, 1990

Di vision: Admnistration

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Eligibility and Local Fiscal Responsibilities - New York
State Schools for the Deaf and the Blind.

ATTACHVENTS: Budget Excerpt (not available on |ine)

Al'l blind persons fifteen years old and under, and all deaf persons between
the ages of three and twenty-one years, who are of suitable capacity for
instruction and legal residents of the state, are eligible for appointnent,
wi t hout charge to thenselves or their famlies, to the New York State Schoo
for the Blind in the city of Batavia, and the New York State School for the
Deaf in the city of Rome, respectively.

Effective with the Septenmber 1, 1990 to June 30, 1991 school year, Article
87 of the Education Law was anmended to provide that | ocal social services
districts are financially responsible for the costs of nmaintenance during
the school year, for children attending these schools who are residents of
the district at the time of admi ssion or readm ssion to the state schools.
The nmmintenance rates and reinbursenment nethodol ogies for the maintenance
conponents of the New York State School for the Blind and the New York State
School for the Deaf will be determined by the State Educati on Comm ssi oner,
in consultation with the State Social Services Comi ssioner. These rates
will be included in future updates to the Fiscal Reference Manual.

The State Education Departnment will issue a STAC 3 authorization which
approves each child's legitimate placenent in the state school, and wll
contain the specific dates of attendance and the rates for maintenance
costs.
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The local district wll receive nonthly billing fromthe State Education
Departnment which lists the children in attendance, the dates of attendance
and the nmintenance rates. Payment for mai ntenance costs, for these two

schools only, is to be done in the sane nanner as tuition paynent; that is,
the State Education Departnent nethodol ogy for conmputing costs takes into
account nore absences fromcare than the Departnent of Social Services
net hodol ogy. Paynment should be nmade to the State Educati on Departnent, and
rei mbursenment for the fifty percent state share should be <claimed on the
Schedul e K (DSS-3479), line 5 (the sanme as a CSE nai nt enance paynent).

If the local district fails to remt the required mmintenance paynents to
the State Education Departnent, wthin ninety days of the date on which the
district was billed by the state for services rendered, the State
Conptroller may deduct the appropriate nmmintenance anounts from any state
funds which becone due to the local districts through the claims settlenent
process.

I f you have questions on the above, please call either Irid Gordon at 1-800-
342-3715, extension 4-7549 or Marvin Gold at (212) 804-1108. If you have
any questions related to rates call Thonmas Hanel of the State Education
Department at (518) 474-3227. If you have any questions concerning the
nunber of children in your district eligible for these schools, etc., cal
Robert Scalise of the State Education Departnent at (518) 474-7116.
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