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PURPOSE

The purpose of this letter is to inform local districts of the provisions

of Chapter 932 .of the Laws of 1984 which became. effective September 1, 1984.

The legislation requires mandated reporters to report cases of suspected

child abuse or maltreatment if they have reasonable cause to suspect that

a child is an abused or maltreated child where a parent; guardian or other
person legally responsible for the child comes before them in their professional
or official capacity and makes statements which if accurate would render

the child an abused or maltreated child.

BACKGROUND

Prior to September 1, 1984, the Child Protective Act of 1973 (Social Services
Law 413) only required certain officials and professionals to report to

the State Central Register whenever they have reasonable cause to suspect
that a child coming before them in-their professional or official capacity
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