REGISTERED MAIL/ RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED








Date:                   







Docket #               


Secretary of the Interior

United States Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20240
Dear Secretary: 
Pursuant to the federal Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 USC 1912), the                  Department of Social Services/ Administration for Children’s Services, as petitioner in the above proceeding, is attempting to give notice to the parent(s)or Indian custodian(s) of a child custody proceeding now pending in the court named below.  A hearing in this proceeding has been scheduled for              at            a.m. before the Honorable                , Judge. The name, address and phone number of the courthouse are:             .

The          Department of Social Services/Administration for Children’s Services is sending this notification to the Secretary of the Interior because it does not possess complete information regarding the name and location of the parent(s)/Indian custodian(s) of the above referenced child and the applicable Tribe/Nation.  The extent of the information in our possession is as follows.

The name of the child(ren) in question is              , born          in           .  It is believed that           is a member of or eligible for membership in the          Tribe/ Nation or is the biological child of a member of the           Tribe/ Nation who resides or is domiciled within an Indian reservation.

Father:              , born               in            
Address:              (Tribe/ Nation enrollment number)                

Mother:             , born               in            
Address:               (Tribe/Nation enrollment number)                
Indian custodian(s):             
Address:           . 

Attached is additional information regarding the child ancestry.

The parent(s) or Indian custodian(s) and the child’s Tribe/Nation have the right to intervene at any point in this proceeding.  The parent(s), Indian custodial and the Tribe/Nation have the right to petition the above-named court to transfer this proceeding to the Tribe’s/Nation’s jurisdiction.  Upon such petition, the court shall transfer such proceeding to the Tribe’s/Nation’s jurisdiction, absent good cause the contrary or the Tribe’s/Nation’s court declining such transfer. 

No proceeding involving the above-named child(ren) may take place until at least ten (10) days after receipt of this notice. Upon request, the parent(s), Indian custodian(s) of the child and the child’s Tribe/Nation must be granted an additional twenty (20) days to prepare for this proceeding.                                                        

The above referenced proceeding may have significant legal consequences on the future custodial parental rights of the parent or Indian custodial of the child(ren) referenced above.  Enclosed is a copy of the petition, complaint or other legal document filed with the court to initiate this proceeding.  

If the parent(s) or Indian custodian(s) of the child wish legal counsel but cannot afford attorney fees, court-appointed counsel may be requested and the court must appoint counsel upon a finding that you can not afford counsel. 

If you need more information, call me at          .  Your earliest response would be most appreciated. 

Respectfully,

Caseworker






Attorney


cc:  New York State Office of Children 

       and Family Services

       Native American Services

       295 Main Street

       Buffalo, New York 14203
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