RURAL AREA FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS

1. 
Types and estimated number of rural areas:
The proposed regulations will affect the 44 local departments of social services (LDSSs) and approximately 35 voluntary authorized agencies (VAs) that are in rural areas. 
2. 
Reporting, recordkeeping and other compliance requirements:

The proposed regulations would implement provisions set forth in Part M of Chapter 54 of the Laws of 2016, which are effective on December 30, 2016.  Chapter 54 amended section 378-a(2) of the Social Services Law (SSL) which relates to Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal history record checks of prospective foster and adoptive parents and adult household members of such prospective foster and adoptive parents who apply to Vas for certification or approval as foster or adoptive parents. The proposed regulations address the role that the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) and VAs have in the review, evaluation, and notification of prospective foster and adoptive parents in regard to FBI criminal history record checks.  The proposed regulations would not impact applications made to LDSSs and would not impact criminal history record checks performed by the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services. 
3.  
Costs:
Because of the anticipated small volume of cases, the proposed regulations will not result in any additional staffing costs to the state.  There will be some costs associated with modifications to the current computer systems that support the criminal history review process within OCFS that are yet to be determined.

There will be no additional costs to local departments of social services since the modifications to the criminal history record check process do not apply to local governments.  It is also anticipated that the proposed amendments will not have a fiscal impact on VAs.
4. 
 Minimizing adverse impact:
It is not anticipated that the proposed regulations will have an adverse impact on LDSSs or VAs that are in rural areas. 
5.  
Rural area participation:

These proposed regulations reflect the amendments made to the SSL which were enacted in Part M of Chapter 54 of the Laws of 2016. LDSSs and VAs will be notified via policy directive about the changes to the FBI criminal history record checks process for prospective foster and adoptive parents.
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