Regulatory Impact Statement
1.	Statutory authority:
Section 20(3)(d) of the Social Services Law (SSL) authorizes the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) to establish rules and regulations to carry out its powers and duties pursuant to the provisions of the SSL.
Section 34(3)(f) of the SSL requires the Commissioner of OCFS to establish regulations for the administration of public assistance and care within the State.
Section 421(3) of the SSL requires the Commissioner of OCFS to promulgate regulations setting forth requirements for the provision of child protective services by social services districts including establishing uniform requirements for the investigation of reports of child abuse and maltreatment.
Section 423(6) of the SSL authorizes the establishment of multi-disciplinary teams by social services districts for the purpose of investigating reports of suspected child abuse and maltreatment.  Such teams must include representatives of child protective services, law enforcement, and others.
Section 425(1) of the SSL provides that the Commissioner of OCFS may request and shall receive from departments, boards, bureaus and agencies of the State or any of its political subdivisions, or any duly authorized agency, or any other agency providing services under the local child protective services plan, such assistance and data as will enable the local child protective service to fulfill its responsibilities properly. 
2.	Legislative objectives: 
The proposed changes to the regulations are necessary to further the legislative objective that children be protected from abuse and maltreatment.
3.	Needs and benefits:
The regulatory language clarifies the expectations of child protective services and schools around cooperation and assistance with ongoing investigations of suspected child abuse and maltreatment.  The proposed changes to the regulations are in response to the recognized need to strengthen and clarify these expectations to better provide for the safety of children in New York State.  Accordingly, the benefit of this regulation is to create consistent safeguards for children during the investigation of allegations of abuse and maltreatment.
The regulations will clarify that the requirement to provide assistance and data to child protective services includes school districts and charter schools.  The regulations will discuss what constitutes assistance and clarify that it includes access to an allegedly abused or maltreated child by child protective services and members of a multi-disciplinary team accompanying child protective services.  The regulations will limit the information that  child protective services and members of a multi-disciplinary team accompanying child protective services may be required to provide as a condition of having access to a child, but will permit schools, school districts and other programs and facilities operated by a department, board, bureau or other agency of the State or any of its political subdivisions, or any duly authorized agency, or any other agency providing services under the local child protective services plan to require compliance with reasonable visitor policies and procedures.  Schools, school districts and other such programs and facilities would also be permitted to have staff observe interviews of children occurring in the school, school district or other such program or facility.
The regulations will also clarify that the provision of data includes those records relevant to the child protective investigation.  it will not require the provision of any and all records in the possession of the school, school district or other such program or facility, but only those relevant to such investigation.  As under current practice, the determination of what records are relevant will have to be determined on a case by case basis through discussion between child protective services and the holder of the records.   
4.	Costs:
The proposed regulatory changes are not expected to have an adverse fiscal impact on social services districts, child protective services or school districts. 
5.	Local government mandates:
The proposed regulations will not impose any additional mandates on social services districts or school districts. 
6.	Paperwork:
The proposed regulations do not require any additional paperwork.
7. Duplication  
The proposed regulations effectuate the requirements of Section 425(1) of the SSL.  They do not duplicate any other State or Federal requirements.
8. Alternatives:
The proposed regulations are necessary to provide immediate protections for vulnerable children when child protective services encounters circumstances during an investigation into suspected child abuse or maltreatment that warrant interviewing the child apart from family members or the home where child abuse or maltreatment allegedly occurred.  Therefore, there are no alternatives to the proposed regulations.
9. Federal standards:
The regulatory amendments do not conflict with any federal standards.
10. Compliance schedule:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The regulations will be effective on May 23, 2016.
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