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February, 2011

Dear Provider:

This letter is being sent to update you on issues affecting child care programs.  Please take the time to read the updates included in this letter and visit the Division’s website at: http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/  for additional resources and news items.
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 The Division of Child Care Services is happy to announce that a new E-Learning topic - Managing Challenging Behaviors -will be available soon on the Division’s website.  A note announcing the availability of the training will be posted under What’s New, together with a link to the training module.  If you haven’t looked over the E-Learning training topics already available, you can find them at: http://www.tsg.suny.edu/elearn.shtm .
[image: image3.wmf] The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) voted unanimously to approve new mandatory standards for full-size and non-full-size baby cribs.  The federal crib standards had not been updated in nearly 30 years and these new rules are expected to usher in a safer generation of cribs.  Effective June 2011, cribs manufactured, sold, or leased in the United States must comply with the new federal standards.  New federal standards include a ban on drop-side cribs, increase the weight that crib slats must support, and change mattress and fastening standards.    Effective December 28, 2012, all child care facilities, including family-based care, child care centers and those providers who receive subsidy dollars for child care services must have compliant cribs in their facilities.  It is important that you, the provider, understand that you must be in compliance with the new federal law on December 28, 2012.  For more information, go the CPSC webpage: http://www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PREREL/prhtml11/11074.html or call the CPSC Hotline: (800) 638-2772.
[image: image4.wmf] From time to time, we hear from parents and regulated providers concerning a directive they receive from a health care provider ordering the administration of Benadryl (diphenhydramine) in combination with an auto injector (Epi Pen). This combination combats anaphylactic shock. If a provider is authorized to administer medications in their program, he/she may administer both drugs to the child.  The emergency medication waiver request, however, did not include authorization to administer diphenhydramine in combination with the auto injector.    After careful consideration of the life-threatening situation that anaphylactic shock poses, the Division will now  permit the administration of diphenhydramine to a child with severe allergies when a health care provider orders diphenhydramine to be used in combination with the auto-injector.  If you have a child in your care with a doctor’s order to use diphenhydramine in combination with the auto injector, please contact your licensor or registrar and ask that your emergency medication waiver be changed to include this addition. Your emergency medication waiver must be reviewed and approved prior to changing your practices. Health care consultants are located at your local Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies and are a wonderful resource to providers who have questions about anaphylactic shock and other health care concerns.
[image: image5.wmf] As of December 11, 2010 all child care providers must have at least one caretaker who holds a valid certificate in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid on the premise of the child care program during the program’s operating hours.   This law may require that most programs have multiple persons trained in both courses so that the program stays in compliance when any one of those trained staff persons is absent. In addition, substitutes for family child care providers would also need to be trained in CPR and First Aid when supervising children in the absence of the provider.

[image: image6.wmf] Day Care Centers only: In addition to laws already in effect for pesticide use in day care centers, a new law, effective November 14, 2010, prohibits most pesticide applications to the child care center’s playgrounds, turf and playing fields. For centers that are co-located with universities, colleges, community centers or other businesses the ban applies to the areas of the property used specifically for child care activities.   There are some exceptions in the law, including the use of pesticides in aerosol spray cans that are 18 ounces or smaller. The aerosol spray may be used to protect individuals from imminent threat from stinging or biting insects such as venomous spiders, bees, wasps and hornets.   Guidelines are posted to the child care website at:  http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/default.asp. 
[image: image7.wmf]Family day care and group family day care regulations state:  Outdoor equipment such as swings, slides and climbing apparatus must be installed and used in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications and instructions, be in good repair, and be placed in a safe location. Such equipment and apparatus may be used only by the children for whom it is developmentally appropriate. Manufacturer’s specifications and instructions for swing sets, slides, climbing apparatus and other such equipment always include directions for protective surfacing.  Protective surfacing is needed because a fall onto a hard surface can result in serious injury to a child.  How can a provider stay in compliance with regulation on this topic? Visit the child care website and review the following:  Protective Surfacing under Playground Equipment used at Family- Based Child Care Programs.  The web page is: www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/default.asp. 
  
[image: image8.wmf]Renewal applications for family day care and group family day care are being updated. Among the changes, the new applications include a pre-filled form that lists the names of persons who are on record as residing in the child care home or currently have a role in the child care program.  While providers are obligated to continuously update this list with their licensor or registrar, sharing the list is yet another opportunity to verify if the information on record is valid.   The renewal application also contains an expanded emergency plan and guide designed to help providers update their existing plans.   

[image: image9.wmf] Based on recent changes to the New York State Uniform  Fire Prevention & Building Code, carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are now required in any child care program where children nap. This includes day care centers and school age child care programs not located in schools which have napping as part of the program. If you have specific questions regarding the need for, placement of, or number of CO detectors at your child care site, please contact your Fire Safety Representative. Programs must come in to compliance with this requirement as quickly as possible. Programs not in compliance by April 1, 2011 may be referred to the local department of building and codes and cited with a regulatory violation. 

[image: image10.wmf]  If you are planning on hiring an employee or applying to open a new child care program and fingerprints have previously been taken in New York State for child care purposes, fingerprints may not need to be taken and submitted again.  A Waiver form for Submission of a Duplicate Fingerprint Card (OCFS-4659) may be able to be used to associate the existing fingerprint record to the new program. This form can be downloaded from the OCFS website at http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/childcare_forms.asp and submitted to your program’s licensing or registration representative.  Please contact your program’s licensing/registration representative to see if this waiver form is applicable for you or your employees.

[image: image11.wmf]The New York State Department of Health Bureau of Injury Prevention (NYS DOH BIP) and the New York State Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee invite your participation in a statewide campaign to educate parents and caregivers about the safety benefits of booster seat use and increase awareness of the law. The campaign will be conducted during National Child Passenger Safety Week (September 18-24, 2011). Please email the NYS DOH BIP at injury@health.state.ny.us to obtain more information about the campaign. For information about child passenger safety, visit www.nyhealth.gov (click on Injury Prevention) or www.safeny.com. For a county listing of child safety seat check up events and fitting stations, go to www.safeny.com.  Please share this information with parents!
I hope you find this information helpful.  
Sincerely,
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Janice M. Molnar, Ph.D.

Deputy Commissioner

Division of Child Care Services
Coming soon-   New E-Learning Topic





Consumer Product Safety Commission - Crib Standards – Will You Need to Replace your cribs by December 28, 2012?





Auto Injectors in Combination with Benadryl (Diphenhydramine)





Reminder—CPR and First Aid is Required!





Pesticide Use Banned on Playgrounds, Turf and Playing Grounds of Day Care Centers





Family and Group Family Child Care-


 Protective Surfacing under Play Equipment





Updated Renewal Applications





Carbon Monoxide Detectors in Day Care Centers and School Age Child Care programs 





Hiring an Employee Who Has Already Been Fingerprinted





Save the Date for Statewide Campaign!


 Help Prevent Child Motor Vehicle Injuries
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