
Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped

State Rehabilitation Council
September 27, 2012

SRC members present: Jenny Santiago, Mike Godino, Aaron Baier, Lisa Rosano, Pratik Patel, Jeremiah Taylor, Gerard McDonnell, Ken Stewart (via teleconference until 11:15) and Ray Wayne.

SRC members absent: Linda Olson, Theresa Drum, Eric Randolph and Monica Redeye.

Ex-Officio members present: Bob Gumson, Mario Corado, and Brian Daniels. Ex-Officio members absent: Mindy Jacobsen
CBVH staff present: Tracy Cooper and Sharon Flom.

Chair’s Comments: The meeting began at 8:30 a.m. Chair Godino conducted role call for the SRC.  The first topic discussed was about the first day of the SRC-Orientation to the SRC and the history of disability rights movement with Thomas Golden. Pratik, Aaron, Marion, Gerry, and Jeremiah all attended. Mike suggested that the SRC meetings extend to an extra half day giving time for the committees to meet and review their goals. This will be reviewed and discussed with the executive committee.

Chair Godino reported that there are two CBVH town meetings coming up in November. They will be held at the annual NFB and ACB conventions. Mike encouraged SRC members to attend at least one meeting- (11/2 on Long Island and 11/9 in White Plains) so they could hear what the community is sharing with CBVH. An action alert occurred this week that the governor has been presented with a bill that passed both the assembly and senate that has to do with voting machines. All municipalities around the state have gotten together and created some legislation to maintain the lever machines for voting in their districts. Only time that people with disabilities could use the Ballot Marketing Devices (BMD)’s would be for state and federal elections. Lever machines would be used for library, school districts, and water district would if the governor passes this bill. The Action Alert requests that people call the governor’s office. Chair Godino is encouraging SRC members to spread the news to their constituents. The SRC can take a position on this topic with a letter to the second floor. Ray Wayne motioned to urge the governor to veto the voting bill S6296/A29178 because it disenfranchised people with disabilities in the election. Jenny Santiago seconded the motion. After a brief discussion, the letter was approved and will be written by Mike Godino.

Aaron moved for approval of the June meeting minutes and Gerry seconded the motion. However, Ken Stewart suggested that the meeting start and end time be added to future meeting minutes. Jenny Santiago had a few edits: Travel paragraph-delete breakfast and add “dinner”, Pre College paragraph- add Blind to VISIONS name, and Action Items paragraph-add transition to the college programs section. There were no more objections and the amended minutes were approved. 
Committee Reports/Action Items for Annual Report

Quality Assurance Committee: Cornell Survey/CBVH Needs Assessment has been delayed due to technical difficulties with CBVH’s database. It will be continuing Action items: Address the failures as well as the successful cases-Have Cornell University conduct a consumer satisfaction survey with the 28’s and 30’s. find out why,  ACCES-VR has done research and we could like to compare. Assess provider services
Policy and Procedures: Assistive Technology policy will be available for review for the next SRC meeting. Revising IPE and trial work experience policies will be available for review.  VR manual will also be updated in the future.  Next step for planning: case plans and development, town hall meeting comments into the state plan, work with QA to make sure needs assessment included employer satisfaction and request from CBVH staff a timeline associated to policy changes for a calendar year what is expected and anticipated goals. (1-3 years for policy changes is requested) 

Workforce Development

Enhance access to transition service delivery system
What happens to people who don’t attend college service providers make referrals 

Increase awareness of transitional programs to community, CBVH counselors, and community providers, medical and other entities
Report of Nominating Committee Elections: Gerry McDonnell from Nominating Committee-present Chair and Vice Chair will continue for the next term. The floor was opened for additional nominations for chair and vice chair. Ray motioned that Mike Godino continue as Chair. Aaron seconded. SRC voted and Mike Godino will resume Chair of the SRC.
Ray motioned that Aaron continue as Vice Chair and Jenny seconded. SRC voted and Aaron will continue Vice Chair. 

SRC Bylaws-The SRC had 30 days to review the proposed changes to the Bylaws. Results are as follows:

Article V Officers and Elections, section 5 “should refer to a voice vote” rather than a show of hands. Aaron motioned to approve this change and ray seconded, SRC voted and passed the motion.
Article VI Meetings Section 4 should add "electronically" to the acceptable means of meeting notification.

Aaron Motioned to accept this change and Ray seconded, SRC voted and passed the motion. 

Article VII section 1 should indicate that a "majority of voting members present" rather than a "majority of voting members" can adjourn a meeting that lacks a quorum. Aaron motioned to approve this change and Ray seconded. SRC voted and passed the motion. 
additions, and those in brackets are suggested deletions. All of these address the voting procedure, and the subject of vacancies that occur in the offices of chair and vice chair.

Article V Officers and Elections

Proposed new section:
Section 6: Vacancies in the Offices of Chair and Vice Chair

In the event of a vacancy, in the office of Chair, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair for the balance of the term to which each was elected.   At the next scheduled meeting of the CBVH SRC following the occurrence of the vacancy, the CBVH SRC shall elect a Vice Chair, who shall serve for the balance of the term during which the vacancy occurred.

In the event of a vacancy, in the office of Vice Chair, the CBVH SRC shall, at its next scheduled meeting following the occurrence of the vacancy, elect a Vice Chair, who shall serve for the balance of the term in which the vacancy occurred. Aaron motioned to add this section to the Bylaws. Gerry seconded. The SRC voted and passed the motion. 
Section 5.     Nominations/Elections

A committee composed of three voting members of the SRC shall solicit nominations from among the voting members of the SRC.   Only voting members may be nominated or elected to office.   Individual council members may nominate themselves or another member.   The committee shall review nominations submitted and propose a slate of one person for Chairperson and one person for Vice-Chairperson.   The slate shall be shared with the SRC prior to or at the September meeting at which elections shall be held.

At the September meeting, the Chairperson shall call for any additional nominations from the floor. If there are no additional nominations, a vote shall be taken by raised hands. If there are additional nominations, the vote shall be taken by secret ballot. Proposed Addition: (Every voting member who is present may vote. There shall be no proxy voting.)   The election shall be determined by majority vote, where a quorum is present.

Proposed Deletion: [The Chair shall not vote in elections, but will cast the deciding ballot in the event of a tie.   If the Chair is running for election, the Vice Chair will abstain from voting so that the Vice Chair can cast the deciding vote in the event of a tie.  If both the Vice Chair and Chair are running for the same position, the SRC membership will appoint a member to cast the deciding vote in the event of a tie.]   If more than two people are running for a position, and no individual receives a clear majority, the council will hold a run-off election between the two people receiving the highest number of votes.

Pratik moved to postpone section 5 Nominations/Elections until the next SRC meeting and look at the language. Gerry seconded. SRC voted and passed the motion.

 Pratik and Ken will work with Ray on the language of Section 5 of the bylaws. 

CBVH Updates – Brian Daniels
CBVH will be increasing the number of status 26 successful closures to RSA for FFY 2012.  The standards and indicators for CBVH are very solid again based on a 2 year accumulation of data.  

CBVH’s centennial will be on April 30th 2013. Susan Loeb is developing the celebration plan for next April. The next topic was staffing update at CBVH. With the continuation of the hiring freeze, Brian reported that there are a few gaps. In October the District Offices will not have: Buffalo- District Manager and Senior Counselor; Syracuse- District Manager and Children’s Consultant; Albany-Senior Counselor; Manhattan- one Senior Counselor. CBVH should receive the hiring freeze waivers for the following positions: VRT in Rochester, Mobility instructor in Hempstead, VRC in Manhattan, and VRT in Albany and Children’s Consultant in Buffalo. 

Pre College RFP contracts:  Aurora-Lemoyne College VISIONS-Manhattanville College

Signing onto NYESS system-Meeting was scheduled on with John Allen from NYESS on 9/29/12. CBVH is concerned about confidentiality and the access to social security numbers. CBVH would like proper assurances that this will be guarded. NYESS is still not accessible. CBVH and ACCES-VR are in agreement to work together if necessary. 

Caseload per office: Downstate 90 per counselor & Upstate 60-70 per counselor. 

Status 02-08, 28 and 30 closures (CBVH Needs Assessment will be researching these areas)
Employer Toolkit Dialog-Tracy Cooper

17 Employer Toolkits were designed and given to each CBVH district office for demonstrations/outreach to employers, communities, and other entities. The toolkits included all different assistive technology devices that a person who is blind can use on a worksite. The devices ranged from low tech (bump dots) to very high tech products (iPod). The cost of each toolkit was approximately, $8000. 
Public comments: There were no public comments 

Updates on CBVH Name Change- Susan Loeb 
Susan reported that she conducted a focus group to consider of whether or not the name should be changed. There were 11 participants going through a set of questions:  Do you like or dislike the name?  What might make it more appealing? What words best describe what CBVH does? Would it be difficult for consumers or stakeholders to change the name, any additions, suggestion to what name would be. Information was shared with Brian Daniels and other management staff. No decisions were made regarding the name change. The possible name change might be in conjunction with the CBVH centennial next April 2013. One question did arise about monetary of a name change. Cost will not be a factor in the decision. Pratik Patel motioned that the SRC endorse CBVH in changing their name but decision will be made by CBVH. Jeremiah Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously and the SRC supports CBVH in the name change. 
Susan also reported on the Centennial project. It will be around April 30th 2013 in Albany next year. There will be other outreach events throughout the year statewide. Susan suggested to the SRC to think of people who have had successful services through CBVH. SRC    
Action/Agenda Items for the November/March meetings: Update on the Centennial and Name change, tabled bylaws, annual report, Needs Assessment updates etc 
Jenny made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Aaron seconded. The SRC voted and the meeting was adjourned at 2pm.
Respectfully Submitted by CBVH staff
