


Executive Board Meeting
New York State Commission for the Blind
October 22, 2015

Minutes:
Welcome and introductions:
Present, Karen Gourgey (Chair Person), Carl Jacobsen (Member), Mindy Jacobsen (Member), Brian Daniels (Assistant Director of NYSCB), Joe Nye (Manager at NYSCB), Julie Phillipson (Member), Margo Downey (Guest), Mary Lou Mendez (Member) Carena Collura (Member) ( Christina Curry (Member), and Frank Meyer (Member).  

1.  Review of 2015 Executive Report:  Those in attendance who had reviewed the executive report for 2015 responded very positively.  B. Daniels indicated the report had strong potential to attract the attention of legislators.  Some suggestions were made to make the report a little stronger, but they were minor.  Areas of the report that were discussed by the board are as follows:
Screening of young children, education of school age children, mobility training, technology, and the aging population who is going blind.
Some of the discussions resulting from reviewing the report are as follows:
Funding for the screening of young children (It seems the state will most likely not be able to cover the funding for the screening of young children.  C. Collura stimulated a good discussion when she indicated what the Lions Clubs of Orange, Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess Counties do to help with screening.  This led to a wider discussion of perhaps how the private sector might be willing to help with screening.  Legislators might be more attracted to a pilot program that was funded by a private source.)
Education of school age children (An extensive discussion resulted about Braille training.  The board as a whole believes Braille training is crucial to the education of children who are blind, and both reading Braille, listening, and using computers are skills blind children need to become successful.)
Mobility training (It was decided the age for mobility training should not be a specific age such as ten, but rather age appropriate.)
Technology (Everyone agreed it is important for the board to keep pushing for the state to make sites accessible for blind users.  Many stories were shared indicating accessibility was a problem that was not going to go away.)

After K Gourgey tweaks the executive report, she is going to email the final draft to the board for its approval.  The vote will be conducted via email, and when accepted, it will be ready for submission.

2.  Update from NYSCB:  B. Daniels presented the report.  (When I requested input to the minutes, B. Daniels condensed this section for me.  So, since the below comments are his, they will be in quotes.):
“Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act:  We are currently working with state partners at the Department of Labor and State Education Department to develop a combined state plan as required by WIOA.
We continue to work with SUNY to develop vending service opportunities on many campuses
We continue to work with the State Education Department to address outstanding accessibility issues related to the Test for Assessing Secondary Completion
NYSCB increased employment closures in Federal Fiscal Year 2015 and continues to work with the Employment First Commission to implement objectives that will inspire future success.”

3.  Review of the Office of Community and Living Feasibility:  The board discussed the Office of Community and Living Feasibility (In its reconstruction, this agency is moving towards consolidation with NYSCB being one of the agencies involved.  The board unanimously voted to encourage NYSCB to stay detached from this newly reconstructed agency because it feared joining might lessen the power and success of NYSCB.)

4.  Update from the SRC:  M. Jacobsen gave an update of the State Rehabilitation Council.  (She attends the meetings via phone.  The council keeps equipment updated, orders new equipment when needed, finds out what venders need (hand-held devices, iPads, etc.), and supplies them when appropriate.)

5.  Methods for Approaching Legislators:  The board discussed methods of bringing its issues to the attention of legislators.  (The deadline for changes to the board’s report and the resolution regarding the Office of Community and Living Feasibility must be made by Nov. 2.  The final drafts will be emailed to the board members, and board members will email them to their legislators or deliver them in person.  J. Phillipson will email a list of legislators to board members.  This list will contain email addresses and phone numbers.)

6.  New Issues:  The board talked about new issues that might deserve its attention.  (The discussion was not strong because the board felt it had quite a bit on its plate at this moment.)

7.  Upcoming Meetings:  The board discussed new meeting dates.  (There will be a conference call in January.  There will be face-to-face meetings on March 3 and June 2.)

Minutes submitted by Frank Meyer.



